Investigation of a stillbirth by the coroner can lead to important changes. The Morecambe Bay Investigation into the failings of a maternity unit at a Cumbrian hospital highlighted that stillbirths at the unit were part of a pattern of substandard care resulting in preventable deaths, and the investigation concluded that exclusion of stillbirths from the inquest was "illogical and unhelpful".
A stillbirth is a tragedy with traumatic implications for the whole family. Stillbirths are underinvestigated despite independent investigations being crucial for finding answers that assist the grieving process. Coroner involvement in stillbirths must be with utmost respect for the feelings and wishes of the family in a deeply upsetting time for them, although it should be noted that this consultation suggests that a coroner would not require permission from the family to conduct an examination. Proposals to bring the law on stillbirths into line with neonatal deaths are a welcome development in terms of preventing these deaths, ensuring institutional accountability and aiding grieving families. n The Lancet 
Leonardo's unity
This issue of The Lancet marks 500 years since the death of Leonardo da Vinci on May 2, 1519, and through a range of papers, we hope to convey the breadth of Leonardo's thinking and to illustrate some of his lasting impact on understanding the body, science, and humanity. Leonardo's approach to life was built upon a vision of unity. The singular lens he used contrasts with modern dichotomous ways of seeing and thinking that separate the arts and sciences, and underlies Leonardo's diverse body of work spanning anatomy, neurology, optics, embryology, cardiology, medical education, architecture, engineering, and, of course, fine art. He perceived art and science as complementary dimensions of human experience, also believing that people and animals were inextricably entwined and interdependent on each other for survival. This was manifested in his (then radical) transition to a vegetarian diet, and through his appreciation of nature-in biodiversity and geology, and particularly through his use of the analogy of the microcosm of the human body reflecting the macrocosm of the Earth. His proposed application of this analogy was that we should respect and live in harmony with our planet and all its natural systems. Leonardo's vision and interest in the patterns of Earth-manifested in both the detail of his most familiar paintings, such as the Mona Lisa, and in his prolific notebooks and sketches-provide an elaborate and early documentation of the natural world at a time when scientific understanding was limited.
A polymath, Leonardo's vision included blueprints for city design, which were not implemented by his contemporary authorities. His functional plans for Milan's waterways and viaducts were based on his microcosm and macrocosm vision, encapsulating how we might structure society in harmony with the planet to achieve human and planetary health, while diverting the spread of ill health and infectious diseases. Milan had lost around a third of the population to bubonic plague in the 1480s. Leonardo's approach and understanding of our unity with nature give him the credentials to be described as truly visionary. n The Lancet jodiecoston/Getty Images APHP-Cochin-Voisin/Phanie/Science Photo Library
